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Contents Chairman’s message

It has been a very busy year for the Board of Trustees of the 
NCCS Cancer Fund and the NCC Research Fund as a whole 
line-up of activities were rolled out during the year.

The SingHealth Fund was incorporated as a Company Limited 
by Guarantee in September 2016. It was registered as a 
Charity and obtained its IPC status in March 2017. The Board 
has been working closely with the SingHealth Fund to ensure 
that both of its funds are aligned with the umbrella body. 
The NCCS Cancer Fund integrated into SingHealth Fund 
on 1st April 2018, whereas the NCC Research Fund will 
progressively dissolve and transit over.

We greatly appreciate the efforts of former Director of the 
National Cancer Centre Singapore (NCCS), Professor Soo 
Khee Chee. We wish Professor Soo well on his retirement 
as NCCS Director and thank him for his characteristic 
generosity in donating proceeds from the sale of his book, 
Paying It Forward, to the NCC Research Fund. He is 
succeeded by another eminent specialist, Professor 
William Hwang.

We are fortunate to have a strong Board whose members 
come with varied experience in the corporate world. Their 
contributions have made my task as Chairman much lighter.

I would also like to record our thanks to Madam Ho Geok 
Choo, for chairing the NCCS Campaign Steering Committee 
and all the other donors, volunteers and staff for their 
support. Together, we can make more survivors! 

Dr Charles Toh Chai Soon 
Chairman, NCCS Cancer Fund and NCC Research Fund

Medical Director’s message

Cancer is still the leading cause of death in Singapore. It is 
envisaged that by 2030, the number of cases will be at least 
double that of 2012. The statistics are daunting.

We are encouraged by the fundraising efforts from the 
community. Ms Sumitra Gopal for example, made a personal 
commitment to raise funds for cancer research when her 
mother was being treated at NCCS. Sumitra participated in a 
10km run every month, culminating in the Reading Triathlon 
in the UK on 3rd September 2017. Many people also gave their 
time and expertise to support our activities. I am particularly 
proud that NCCS staff remain one of our most committed 
group of donors. Last year over 60% of our employees made a 
donation, one of the highest rates in public health in Singapore.

On behalf of NCCS, I would like to thank all our supporters 
for their kind donations. We look forward to your continued 
support.

Finally, I would like to thank Dr Charles Toh for his many 
years of dedicated service to the Board of Trustees, and 
welcome Mdm Ho Geok Choo, who will chair the Board 
from 1st September 2018.

Professor William Hwang 
Medical Director, National Cancer Centre Singapore
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Our goal at the NCCS is simple: to help more people 
survive cancer. As the incidence of cancer rises, the 
government is investing more in the health budget to 
meet the challenge. However, there are many needs and 
important priorities in cancer care and research that remain 
underfunded. Therefore, the role of our fundraising is to 
allow our nurses, doctors and scientists to go beyond what 
public funding alone can provide.

We appreciate that our donors have their own personal 
reasons for giving. For example, in memory of a loved one 
who battled cancer. Many other donors are motivated to 
give out of a desire to contribute to the search for a cure for 
a particular cancer. Whatever your reason for giving, your 
gift will make a difference to patients now and in the future.

Fundraising Goals
Between 2012 and 2030, the number of new cases of cancer 
in Singapore will at least double. The human impact of the 
steep rise in cancer cases will be felt by many more families. 
There is now an urgent need to find new ways to prevent, 
detect and treat cancer.

In 2015, we launched a fundraising campaign with an 
ambitious target to raise $150 million to transform cancer 
care in Singapore. Since then, generous donors have given 
$80 million.

We still need to raise:

• $6 million for financial aid for needy patients

• $12 million to advance patient care

• $18 million for medical education

• $34 million for cancer research to find 
tomorrow’s treatments

Impact Of Your Giving FY2017 | Role of philanthropy at the National Cancer Centre Singapore

How Your Donations Are Used
Donations are used across two main areas: cancer care and 
cancer research.

Your support for cancer care provides funding across 
areas including:
• Improvements in infrastructure, equipment and facilities 

to enhance patient care

• Financial assistance for patients in need

• Education and training of medical, nursing and paramedic 
professionals to improve patient care and cancer 
prevention

• Development of communications publications for cancer 
professionals, patients and the public

Your support for cancer research fulfils three objectives:
• Providing seed funding to help our scientists kick-start 

worthy and emerging research projects. By doing so, 
they build a track record and will be able to apply for 
sustainable competitive grants from government agencies.

• Providing bridge funding between government grant cycles 
when the need arises, in order to enable our scientists to 
work with productive momentum.

• Providing advancement funding to enhance research-
related infrastructural capabilities, hardware, tools 
and processes.

By focusing on research projects with these three objectives, 
NCCS has become an international centre of excellence in 
cancer research. Thanks to our donors, patients in Singapore 
benefit directly from research, through faster access to the 
latest thinking and cutting-edge treatments.

Role of philanthropy at the 
National Cancer Centre Singapore
By David Mungall, Campaign Director

The search for new therapies to prolong and improve 
the quality of life for our patients has always been 
one of our top priorities. NCCS wants to provide 
Singaporeans with state-of-the-art anti-cancer 
therapeutics. Hence, we have initiated investigator-
led trials to look into cancer types that are more 
prevalent in Southeast Asia.

In the last 10 years, immunotherapy has emerged 
as an exciting area of cancer treatment, particularly 
for advanced-stage patients. Immunotherapy is more 
targeted and has fewer harmful side-effects as it 
harnesses the body’s immune system to fight cancer.

The Centre for Cancer Immunotherapy (CCI) is 
leveraging on its SingHealth Duke-NUS partnership 
to bring together their expertise and the Translational 
Immunology Institute, to position the NCCS as a 
global leader in cancer immunotherapy research.

“There is an urgent need to find better 
treatments to improve survival rates.”

“Whatever your reason for giving, your gift will make 
a difference to patients now and in the future.”

In an effort to help patients fight liver cancer, four major 
medical institutions, led by the NCCS, are collaborating to 
carry out a clinical trial which may lead to the development 
of a new treatment strategy for this disease. 

Part-funded by the NCC Research Fund, this study is the 
first in the world to combine an immunotherapy drug called 
nivolumab and Yittrium-90 radioembolisation (Y90-RE). 
The trial started in December 2016 with the goal of 
recruiting 40 patients.

Radioembolisation is the use of tiny glass or resin beads 
containing a radioactive isotope placed with the blood vessel 
supplying blood to a tumour. Y90-RE is currently used for 
liver cancer patients who are unsuitable for surgery or liver 
transplantation. During Y90-RE treatment, radiation is 
delivered directly to the tumour to kill cancer cells.

Nivolumab, on the other hand, enhances the body’s immune 
response against cancer cells and has shown promising 
results for advanced liver cancer patients in ongoing studies. 
In addition, it has been observed that the drug, when 
combined with radiation, can potentially enhance shrinkage 
of the treated tumour.

Thus, the aim of the trial is to show that nivolumab can 
enhance the effects of radioembolisation in liver cancer and 
further improve outcomes for patients.

“Nivolumab has shown some initial promising activity in 
advanced liver cancer and studies are ongoing. We plan 
to study whether nivolumab may help to further enhance 
the efficacy of (Y90) radioembolisation. If proven so, this 
will change the way we treat liver cancers with potentially 
lifesaving benefits for patients,” said Dr Choo Su Pin, a  
Senior Consultant Medical Oncologist with NCCS and the 
Lead Principal Investigator of this study.

Liver cancer is the second most common cause of cancer 
mortality in Southeast Asia and more than 70% of liver 
cancer cases in Southeast Asia are a consequence of chronic 
infection with Hepatitis B Virus.

“As there are currently very few effective therapeutic 
options for advanced liver cancer, there is an urgent need 

to find better treatments to improve survival rates. We are 
grateful for the support of donors to the NCC Research 
Fund, which enables us to continue working on important 
research programmes like this,” Dr Choo added.

The trial is conducted in collaboration with three other 
medical institutions namely Singapore General Hospital 
(SGH), Genome Institute of Singapore (GIS) and Singapore 
Immunology Network (SIgN).

Finding tomorrow’s treatments
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Why I give

When Melvin’s wife passed on at the age of 36, he made a 
donation to support research into rare and genetic cancers 
to help others facing similar diseases. 

Melvin and his wife, Yan, discovered that she had an 
aggressive form of uterine cancer. Yan, then 31 years old, was 
referred to the NCCS where doctors discovered that the 
cancer was caused by a rare underlying genetic disorder.

Fanconi Anemia (FA) is a rare familial disease where almost 
all patients develop cancer by the time they are 40. This is 
due to the body’s inability to repair all cell damage. FA also 
results in low blood counts during chemotherapy.

Through knowing this information, Yan’s doctors could 
avoid chemotherapy drug combinations that would result in 
extremely low blood counts.

As FA is a disease that is inherited, or passed down through 
families, Dr Joanne Ngeow, Senior Consultant, Division of 
Medical Oncology at NCCS encouraged Yan’s family to also 
undergo genetic testing. It was discovered that her 29 year 
old brother shares the same genetic mutations.

Her brother now participates in a regular screening 
programme, which can detect cancer early to allow for the 
best potential outcome.

“It was hard to see my wife suffer during treatment, 
but her grace and faith were inspiring. She never once 
complained nor lashed out at me or those around her,” said 
Melvin. “Instead, she crafted handmade cards and boxes to 
encourage other patients who were battling cancer and made 
sure that I ate properly even when she could no longer eat.”

Melvin hopes to do more to honour his wife’s memory and 
keep her kind and generous spirit alive.

“Witnessing her four-year battle with cancer made me 
appreciate how precious life is and the importance of making 
a difference in the world. I am a donor to the Centre for 
Cancer Genomic Medicine and volunteer with the NCCS 
to raise funds for patient care initiatives and critical cancer 
research.”

An estimated average of 5-10% of all diseases 
have a genetic cause. With increasing awareness 
of cancer risk and prevention efforts, demand 
will rise for appropriate, ethical and risk 
stratified cancer prevention. The Centre for 
Cancer Genomic Medicine aims to understand 
the genetic basis for familial and rare cancers in 
Singapore and the region.

The NCCS is well-placed in the quest to 
detect, prevent and treat heritable cancers. 
With an outstanding research and innovation 
track record, the Centre for Cancer Genomic 
Medicine will be at the forefront of translational 
cancer genetic medicine globally.

“Witnessing her four-year battle 
with cancer made me appreciate how 
precious life is and the importance of 

making a difference in the world.”

Why I volunteer

As a 16-year-old, Chong Hui Min had everything going for 
her. She was filled with energy and was looking forward to a 
career in healthcare and becoming a doctor. She was in the 
Girls’ Brigade and she would walk the 2-km distance between 
her home and school in Tampines.

Then one day at the end of 2014, she had a near-fall. This 
made her aware of a lingering pain in her left knee. “The pain 
was so alarming that I would wake up in the middle of the 
night because of it,” said Hui Min. Half a year with visits to 
six different doctors later, she saw a specialist at the NCCS 
and was diagnosed with osteosarcoma, a rare type of bone 
cancer, in her left knee.

It was a painful and emotionally draining ordeal for the 
teenager as she not only had to endure the pain of the 
chemotherapy sessions, but the treatment also caused 
disruptions to her studies. Hui Min’s left knee was replaced 
with a 34-cm implant and her mother left her job to care for 
her. It was a very emotional time for the whole family. 

“This cancer journey is not easy, especially if you are 
diagnosed at such a tender age. When I was first diagnosed, I 
only had support from a small group of friends because there 
were no official support groups for teenagers and young 
adults. But now, with the NCCS Adolescents and Young 
Adults Oncology Support Group, it is a good platform for 
us to share our stories, support each other, give and take 
advices,” recalled Hui Min. 

Despite the loss of her left knee, it has not deterred her 
from her childhood ambition to work in healthcare and help 
others. Hui Min went on to score four distinctions in her 
‘N’ levels, and today, she is pursuing a diploma in 
pharmaceutical sciences.

“I have always wanted to be in healthcare. Meeting friends 
in the hospital reaffirmed my ambition as their passion has 
inspired me a lot. And because I know how painful being 
a patient can be, I want to be in a position to alleviate the 
patients’ suffering.”

Leukaemia remains as the most common type 
of cancer in children, but brain tumours now 
make up 20% of cancers for children under 15.

The NCCS puts special emphasis on the 
psychosocial and emotional wellbeing of our 
younger patients through the Adolescent and 
Young Adult oncology programme.

By funding this programme, it will enable the 
NCCS to take a more holistic approach to 
improve treatment outcomes for children and 
young people with cancer.

“This cancer journey is not easy, 
especially if you are diagnosed at 

such a tender age.”
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Part of Mr Yip’s gift contributes to the NCCS Sarcoma 
Patient Support Group, which is led by stage-4 
Retroperitoneal Leiomyosarcoma Cancer patient, 
Mdm Wendy Tan (pictured below). A firm believer in 
the importance of support networks, Mdm Tan greatly 
appreciates the positivity and resilience a community brings, 
and the bonds forged amongst members through activities 
organised by the support group. 

“I have chosen to be happy and live my life to the fullest. In 
spite of my tumours being inoperable, being happy keeps 
me going. In our support group, we hang out together in 
attending talks, workshops, movies, eating out, and line-
dancing. To the donors, thank you so much for including us, 
for giving us hope and your kind support. Your contribution 
helps us to lead better lives. We are most grateful to you.”

Why I give

56-year-old Mr Yip Hoong Mun (pictured below) was looking 
forward to starting a new phase and challenge in his life by 
embarking on a new career. However, the excitement was 
quickly replaced by great sadness and concern as his late 
wife, Ms Chua Lay Hong, received the news in October 2016 
that the cyst in her kidney had grown. A biopsy revealed 
that the once benign cyst had turned malignant. It was later 
diagnosed as Synovial Sarcoma.

Baffled by the disease, the couple consulted doctors and 
healthcare professionals who were close friends. Very 
quickly, they realised the seriousness and implications of this 
aggressive form of cancer. Despite a brave fight, Ms Chua 
passed on in January 2017.

Sarcomas are uncommon but aggressive tumours that arise 
from the bone or soft tissues. They can arise from a wide 
range of tissue and organ systems in the body and affect 
patients across different age groups; from young children 
to the elderly. In Singapore, close to 350 cases of sarcoma, 
osteosarcoma and gastrointestinal stromal tumours are 
diagnosed each year.

“Sarcoma is a very uncommon cancer and the understanding 
of this disease is very limited,” shared Mr Yip. Hoping more 
can be done to support patients suffering from sarcoma, Mr 
Yip made a generous pledge gift in August 2017 to support 
the advancement of sarcoma research, education and patient 
care in honour of his late wife.

The NCCS is seeking the support of donors to expand the existing 
patient care and research programmes for specific tumour types 
and disciplines.

• Breast Cancer

• Gastrointestinal Cancers (Stomach, Colon, Rectum)

• Gynaecological (Ovarian, Cervical, Uterine) / Urological 
(Prostate, Kidney, Bladder) / Pelvic Cancers

• Head & Neck (Thyroid, Nasopharyngeal)

• Thoracic Cancers (Lung)

• Lymphoma / Melanoma

• Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Cancers (Liver, Bile Duct, Gallbladder)

• Oncologic Imaging

2017 Statistics at a glance

$78,868,398
Total raised in cash and pledges since start of campaign

 $71,131,602 
Total remaining to target

Median giving per donor  

$80
Average giving per donor 

$5045

2279
donors in 2017

8381
donors since start of campaign

63% 
NCCS doctors, nurses and 
support staff made a gift in 2017

$13,995,316
raised in new cash and pledges in 2017 

“To the 
donors, thank 
you so much 
for including 
us, for giving 
us hope and 
your kind 
support.”
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How gifts can make a difference

$1,000 could pay for a week of a Research Associate’s time, 
looking into the triggers of cancer.

$3,000 could pay for one needy patient and their caregiver to 
attend our Enreach Retreat, where patients receive 
information on diet, treatment options, physiological 
symptoms and treatment as well as meeting others 
going through the same experience.

$5,000 could pay for our Geriatric Oncology Scholarship 
Programme for a week, helping us provide vital 
training and education to medics in order to improve 
patient care for elderly cancer patients.

$8,000 could pay for one month of our Nursing Education 
and Training Fund, which helps nurses access 
essential and innovative training programmes.

$10,000 could pay for an Advanced Practice Nurse’s work for 
a week, as he/she helps women in their 20’s and 30’s 
cope with a breast cancer diagnosis.

$15,000 could pay for a tenth of the cost of an essential 
Laser Capture Microdissection machine, or one 
Community Outreach health event, helping us raise 
awareness of cancer amongst the general public.

$75,000 could fund an endowed academic award to encourage 
and recognise rising or established medical stars.

$2.5 million could endow a Professorship to attract world-leading talent 
to the NCCS and support research and innovation.

Increase the value of your gift
Gifts are eligible for a 250% tax deduction. Gifts for cancer research or medical 
education may be eligible for 1:1 matching which doubles the value of your gift.

Making headlines

98
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Key milestones

National Cancer Centre Singapore New Building
The construction of the new NCCS building has been 
progressing well since the groundbreaking ceremony in June 
2017. With the building’s new patient-centric design, patients 
will find more comfort and convenience when they visit. The 
new building’s location will also connect to three MRT lines, the 
East-West line, the North-East line and the new Thomson-East 
Coast line, which is expected to open progressively from 2019.

A key feature of the new NCCS building is the new 
comprehensive proton therapy facility, which will be named the 
“Goh Cheng Liang Proton Therapy Centre”. Proton therapy is 
a new mode of radiation therapy which uses positively charged 
subatomic particles. This allows for more precise targeting of a 
tumour compared to the x-rays used in standard radiotherapy. 
This may cause less damage to nearby healthy tissues and 
organs, and hence, potentially, less treatment-related side 
effects.

NCCS is grateful to Mr Goh Cheng Liang and the Goh 
Foundation for donating $50 million towards the Proton 
Therapy Centre and the Proton Therapy Research Programme.

American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) Awards
For the first time, an Asian team of cancer researchers won the 
prestigious American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) 
Team Science Award.

This award honours researchers for their global impact 
on cancer research. The winning team is an international 
collaboration led by a Singaporean group comprising Professors 
Patrick Tan (team leader), Teh Bin Tean and Steve Rozen, as 
well as colleagues from the Duke-NUS Medical School, NCCS, 
Genome Institute of Singapore and collaborators from Japan, 
Taiwan and Thailand. The focus of the team’s research is on 
cancers that are more prominent in Asia and less studied in 
the West.

These cancers constitute a major global healthcare burden and 
an unmet medical need. This collaboration has led to multiple 
collaborative publications and discoveries in leading peer-
reviewed journals. Their research has also become an agent of 
change to government policies.

For instance, their research on aristolochic acid (AA), a 
compound found in certain traditional herbal medicines, 
revealed a potential role for AA exposure in the development 
of liver cancer. Apart from the increased public awareness, this 
finding has led regulatory agencies to announce stricter policies 
on use of AA-containing agents.

Left to Right –  Dr Ong Choon Kiat (National Cancer Centre 
Singapore), Dr Khor Chiea Chuen (Genome Institute of 
Singapore, A*STAR), Professor Lim Soon Thye (National Cancer 
Centre Singapore), Professor Steve Rozen (Duke-NUS Medical 
School), Professor Patrick Tan (Duke-NUS Medical School), 
Professor Teh Bin Tean (National Cancer Centre Singapore)

What is your working day like?
The NCCS Ambulatory Treatment Unit (ATU) is where I 
step foot in daily to provide for my patients. The ATU cater 
to patients undergoing chemotherapy. Prior to administering 
chemotherapy for the patients, I will assess their blood 
results, symptoms and conditions. During the chemotherapy 
session, I ensure that all their needs and queries are attended 
to. To provide a continuity of care, I do follow up calls for 
newly treated patients as well.

Can you share with us a memorable event in your work 
as a nurse? 
I remember vividly a patient whom I attended to during my 
second year as a nurse in the ward. She was a long-term 
patient with highly challenging requests and we dreaded 
attending to her. However, there was a week where I was 
assigned to attend to her daily, and I thought work was going 
to be tough. I took a deep breath every time I entered her 
room, hoping that she would not make my shift difficult. 
However, with the increasing interactions with her, I began 
to understand her more, and she started sharing her life 
experiences with me. Surprisingly, I began to look forward 
to seeing her and having a chat every day. It was then that 
I realised someone might be going through a tough journey 
that we do not know or understand. The least that we can 
do is not to be judgemental and help them along the way 
where our paths crossed. 

Why did you choose nursing as a career?
Since a very young age, out of the many TV dramas, I was 
always hooked on to the characters in the hospital. Looking 
at how nurses worked and strived hard for the patients gave 
me the admiration and adrenaline rush, which I still love up 
till today. I have always dreamed to be in the nursing uniform, 
making a difference in the life of others despite them being 
total strangers. After polytechnic, I made the decision to 
select nursing as a career. I would say it is a dream come true 
and I am still living my dream. 

What are the common misconceptions that people have 
on nurses?
Even though I have been a nurse for 10 years, people are still 
asking me why I chose to be a nurse and not a doctor. I truly 
enjoy the time I get to spend with my patients and the special 
relationship and rapport with them. 

In today’s society, nursing is not directed by physicians. In 
addition to extensive medical expertise, nurses have a unique 
scope of practice and a unique body of knowledge. Nurses’ 
autonomy in patients care is not only distinct, but equally 
valuable as the physicians.

How do you think our funds have helped our patients? 
Through the NCC Research Fund, our researchers will be 
able to find more effective treatments for our patients. This 
will also give patients more treatment options on top of the 
existing regime available. I believe this will make cancer care 
more assuring for our patients now and in the future.

A day in the life of a NCCS cancer nurse
10 years into her nursing career, Senior Staff Nurse Veronica Teh says she is still living her dream. She believes that nurses and doctors work as equal partners 
to deliver the best care for patients. SSN Teh tells us about her passion and commitment to her work and her patients.
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Dr Shuen, can you share with us your daily routine 
at work?
The first thing that I usually do at work is to clear my 
administrative work in the morning. My afternoons will be 
occupied by lab experiments as well as computation work to 
analyse the data. I also supervise the research officers and 
interns in their lab work. Occasionally, I attend meetings with 
other research institutions on collaborative studies. On most 
days, I knock off at 7 to 8pm, have dinner with my wife, and 
then continue my computation work at home. My day ends at 
3 to 4am.

What are some other misconceptions that people have 
on cancer researchers?
I think that many people do not understand that research is 
arduous work that requires a lot of time and effort. We go 
through many trial and errors in order to find the best way 
to treat cancer, and we experience a lot of failures before we 
succeed. Another misconception is that we know everything 
about cancer research. The truth is, cancer researchers are 
actually quite specialised in the work they do. For me, my 
interest and specialisation is in immunotherapy and drug 
repurposing.

Why did you choose immunotherapy and drug 
repurposing?
It is a great opportunity for me to learn from one of the 
pioneers in immunotherapy research, Associate Professor 
Toh Han Chong. What is interesting about immunotherapy 
is that we harness the body’s immune system to fight cancer 
and I believe it has lesser side effects. There is also a need 
for cheaper cancer drugs. Through drug repurposing, I hope 
that we can find known and cheaper drugs (diabetes drug, for 
instance) to treat cancer.

You are from Hong Kong. Why did you choose to do 
cancer research in Singapore? 
In Hong Kong, there is little translational research, thus 
findings in a research are often not converted into clinical 
practice. In Singapore, especially in NCCS, clinicians and 
scientists work in close collaboration and deeply engaged in 
translational research. In this way, we know that our research 
can bring meaningful outcomes to cancer patients. The cancer 
patients, whom I pass by on my way to the lab daily, have 
become my strongest motivation in my research work.

A day in the life of a NCCS cancer researcher
Dr Timothy Shuen, a Research Fellow at the NCCS, believes cancer research is much more than bench work. Researchers make a huge impact in the fight 
against cancer. Dr Shuen explains what he really does at work and his passion for it.

Singapore-Japan Charity Concert
Six students from the Singapore Japanese Secondary School 
and Waseda Shibuya Senior High School conceived the idea 
of putting on a charity concert to help cancer patients. In 
just four months, the concert came to fruition. The NCCS 
is privileged to be chosen as their beneficiary with proceeds 
from the concert going towards cancer research.

The idea of a charity concert came after reading about 
the groundbreaking of the new NCCS in the newspapers. 
“I came across some newspaper articles on the NCCS, 
and also found out that Japanese companies are working 
very closely with the NCCS to deliver a new building. We 
thought, perhaps we can also contribute something to help 
the cancer patients,” said 16 year old Takuto Takenaka, who 
is the concert’s Event Director.

Community fundraising

The teenage organisers, aged between 12 to 16 years old, 
were in charge of different aspects, including publicity, 
event organising and website design, with the close support 
and guidance from their parents and NCCS’ Community 
Partnership’s Special Events team.

The concert, which was held on 2nd December, was graced 
by the Chairman of the NCC Research Fund, Dr Charles Toh 
and NCCS’ Medical Director, Professor William Hwang. The 
concert showcased an ensemble of talented and renowned 
musicians from Singapore and Japan to support this 
meaningful collaboration. 

In total, this extraordinary effort from six young students 
raised $10,000 for cancer research. 

What do you think are your biggest achievements 
in research?
Our lab has won several national grants, and recently we 
have been awarded by the Ministry of Health’s National 
Medical Research Council (MOH NMRC), which the study 
has been recognised for its importance and likelihood of 
success. Innovative cancer research is required for medical 
breakthroughs and to develop better treatments for our 
patients. We are grateful for the philanthropy support that 
encourages us in our work and drives research forward. 
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Honouring our donors
We are pleased to recognise donors who gave $1000 and above to the NCC Research Fund or the NCCS Cancer Fund (formerly 
Community Cancer Fund) during financial year 2017. The patients, nurses, doctors and scientists of the National Cancer Centre Singapore 
are deeply grateful to all donors. We also wish to thank our donors who prefer to remain anonymous. 

We have made every effort to list correctly the names of all donors and to honour the requests of donors who wish to remain anonymous. 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact the Community Partnership office on 6236 9440.

Donors giving 
$10,000,000 and above

Goh Foundation

Donors giving  
$1,000,000 - $$9,999,999

Lee Foundation

Donors giving 
$100,000 - $999,999

Mr Yip Hoong Mun 

Mr Tan Yong Keng

Donors giving 
$50,000 - $99,999

Dr Lim Thuan Lok

Chiu Teng Enterprises 
 Pte Ltd

Donors giving 
$10,000 - $49,999

Ms Michelle Cheo Hui Ning

Ms Michelle Chong Yun Yuh

Esprimo Pte Ltd

Mr Johnny Gan Tse Wei

Mr Gan Tjoen Bing

Geo Coal International 
 Pte Ltd

Hong Leong Foundation

Mr Melvin Lee

Ms Liew Geok Cheng

Mecredo Private Limited

Methodist Girls’ School

Ms Ng Hwee Boon

Novem Healthcare Pte Ltd

Ms Sharon Guan Peishan

Roche Singapore Pte Ltd

Mr Tan Hock Koon

Ms Tan Shiao Chia and 
 Ms Tan Shiao Woi

The Late Tan Sri Thong 
 Yaw Hong

Walta Technologies

Donors giving 
$5,000 - $9,999

Mr Ling Cheng Teck

Chemicals and Machinery  
 Pte Ltd

Deloitte & Touche LLP

Ms Goh Sock Ngee

Dr Rangabashyam  
 Mahalakshmi

Mr Mark Nelligan

Dr Oh Meng Choo

Mr Poh Cheng Tee

Ms Nalini Rohatgi

Mr Tan Keng Guan

Dr Teo Ngee

Value Add System & 
 Technology Pte Ltd

Ms Alice Yap

Dr Richard Yeo Ming Chert

Yue Yun Xuan Cantonese 
 Opera Group

Donors giving 
$1,000 - $4,999

Ms Judith Ang Poh Gek

Ms Vivien Ang Wee Wee

Ms Sherlyn Ang Shu Ying

BDO LLP

C&K Family Clinic Pte Ltd

Ms Chan Hooi Tze

Ms Chee Loy

Ms Chen Wai Fong

Mr Marcus Cheng Tai Chew

Mr Chew Kian Kim

Dr Chong Phui-Nah

Ms S P Choo

Mr Choo Wei Liang

ComfortDelgro 
 Corporation Ltd

Cyroexpress Singapore 
 Pte Ltd

Evantek Pte Ltd

Dr Fan Yoke Fun

Garden Paediatric 
 Services Pte Ltd

Dr Kristine Kara 
 Ampig Gayon

Global Pharma Pte Ltd

Mr Hu Bin

Hwa Koon Engineering 
 Pte Ltd

Professor William Hwang 
 Ying Khee

IDS Medical Systems 
 (Singapore) Pte Ltd

ISS Facility Services Pte Ltd

Mr Martin Michael John

Kai Meng Glass Trading

Dr James Khoo Boon Kheng

Ms Koh Yin Ling

Ms Susan Kong

Associate Professor 
 Koo Wen Hsin 

Dr Koo Si-Lin

Dr Lalit Kumar R Krishna

Ms Kuok Oon Kwong

Mr David Lam Choon Sen

Mr Sanjiv Lamba

Lap Laser Applications Asia

Mr Lau Kin Harn

Ms Lee Ming Ai

Mr Benjamin Lee Yongkai

Mr Lee Choon Sze

Ms Lee Ju-Nan

Ms Karen Lee Sau Chun

Ms Lee Mei Ping

Mr Leung Tak Kuen

Mr Mi Toung Leung 
 Chee Hang

Ms Lian Bee Leng

Lierlever Pneuline Pte Ltd

Ms Lim Siew Kheng

Mr Lim Jit Wan

Mr Marcus Lim Jiing-Xian

Ms Ling Hwe Fun

Mrs Malathi d/o Maniam

Ms Neo Gim Huay

Mr Neo Chian Lim

Ms Ng Wei Sze

Ms Huang Qiwen

Ms Ng Khee Ye

Mr Gary Ng Seng Hung 

Mdm Fiona Ng Sing Siang 

Mr Ng Hong Khiang

O’Connor’s Singapore 
 Pte Ltd

Mr Ong Kee Chuan

Dr Ong Kong Wee

Associate Professor Simon  
 Ong Yew Kuang

Mrs Christina Ong

Ms Ong Suat Kuan

PDS International Pte Ltd

Pearl Consulting Services  
 Pte Ltd

Ms Tin Chun Moon

Mdm Phang Bee Choo

Mr Avinash Vinayak Pradhan

Ms Pelmavathi D/O 
 R.A. Nair

The Regent Singapore

Dr Sim Yirong

SISTIC.com Pte Ltd

Society of the Golden Keys 
 of Singapore

Professor Soo Khee Chee

Ms Daisy Sum Lye Pheng

Mr Ting Yen Lee

Dr David Tai Wai-Meng

Dr Tan Hiang Khoon

Ms Janice Tan

Mr Eugene Tan

Mr Tan Koon Yeow

Mr Tan En Wee

Mr Stanley Tan Taw Cherk

Mr Robert Tan Kiang Hung

Mr Tan Siang Teck

Mr Tan Jiun Woei 
 (Chen Junwei)

Mr Tan Hong Beng

Mr Donovan Tan Boon Hee

Professor Teh Bin Tean

Ms Ellen Teo Soak Hoon

Mr Teo Meng Leong

Thai Shen Family Clinic 
 Pte Ltd

Ms Tham Chuar Lin

Ms Thaung Yee

Mrs Innawaty Henny Tjong

Ms Toh Bao En

Associate Professor Toh 
 Han Chong

Mr Toh Ah Soon

Mr Tsoi Mun Heng

Universal Medical Clinic

Ms Tannis Walker

Mr Chester Wee 
 Liang Chyan

Mr Wee Chye Kin

Ms Eileen Wee Bee Gwek

Mr Terence Wee Jin Zoo

Willy Air-Con & Engineering  
 Pte Ltd

Mr Eric Wong

Ms Belinda Wong

Ms Yeo Meow Siang

Ms Yong Hsin Yue

Ms Flora Yong

Ms Jennifer B Yuen
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Board of Trustees 

Impact Of Your Giving FY2017 | Board of Trustees 

Chairman
Dr Charles Toh Chai Soon
Consultant Cardiologist, Charles Toh Clinic

Members
Mdm Ho Geok Choo
(Chair of Trustees from 1st September 2018)
CEO, Human Capital (Singapore) Pte Ltd

Mr Ng Boon Yew
Chairman and CEO, Raffles Campus Pte Ltd

Professor Soo Khee Chee
Visiting Senior Consultant, SingHealth

Mr Tan Ng Kuang, Nicky
CEO, nTan Corporate Advisory Pte Ltd

Professor Tan Ser Kiat 
Emeritus Consultant, Singapore General Hospital

Mr George Thia Peng Heok
Director, AsiaInc Pte Ltd

Investment Committee
Chairman
Mr Tan Ng Kuang, Nicky
CEO, nTan Corporate Advisory Pte Ltd

Members
Mr Ng Boon Yew
Chairman and CEO, Raffles Campus Pte Ltd

Professor Soo Khee Chee
Visiting Senior Consultant, SingHealth

Dr Charles Toh Chai Soon
Consultant Cardiologist, Charles Toh Clinic

Audit Committee
Chairman
Mr Ng Boon Yew
Chairman and CEO, Raffles Campus Pte Ltd

Members
Mr Kaka Singh
Chairman and Senior Partner, RSM Chio Lim LLP

Mr Sim Guan Seng
Managing Partner, Baker Tilly TFW LLP

Bankers
DBS Ltd, UBS AG, UOB Bank and 
National Australia Bank (NCC Research Fund)

DBS Ltd and National Australia Bank 
(NCCS Cancer Fund)

Auditor
KPMG

Campaign 
Steering Committee 
The Campaign Steering Committee is comprised of a 
dedicated group of volunteers committed to advancing 
cancer care and research at the NCCS. Members are 
advocates and connectors, supporting the fundraising 
priorities of the NCCS Charity Funds.

Development 
Committee
The Development Committee is comprised of a dedicated 
group of volunteers who oversee the biennial charity dinner 
and ensure appropriate governance and compliance with 
fundraising rules.

Impact Of Your Giving FY2017 | Campaign Steering Committee and Development Committee

Chair
Madam Ho Geok Choo 
CEO, Human Capital (Singapore) Pte Ltd

Members
Ms Bianca Cheo 
Chief Operating Officer, Mewah International Inc

Dr Rena Dharmawan 
General Surgery Resident, SingHealth

Mr Noel Hon 
Board Director, Singapore Pools (Pte) Ltd

Ms Lynn Ng 
Group Director, Careers Connect Group, Workforce Singapore

Mr Ong Yew Huat 
Former Managing Partner, Ernst & Young 

Ms Jenny Setnicker 
Director, Business Development, BlackDog TV

Ms Amy Tee 
Managing Director, Credit Suisse AG 

Mr KC Wong

Ambassadors
Mr Aldric How 
Senior Director, Frontier Management Inc

Mr Melvin Lee

Mr Stuart Owens  
Head of Operations, iProspect

Mr Alex Tan 
CEO, Zico Capital

Chair
Madam Ho Geok Choo 
CEO, Human Capital (Singapore) Pte Ltd

Members
Ms Rosemarie Chong 
Managing Director, Credit Agrigole (Suisse)

Dato Eng Son Yam 
Managing Director,  
Wan Chung Construction (Singapore) Pte Ltd

Ms Shoba Gunasekaran  
General Manager, TCC Credit Co-operative

Mr Jeric Lin Qiren 
Founder, Qiren Organization

Mr S. Magendiran 
Senior Deputy Principal, Raffles Institution

Ms Lynn Ng 
Group Director, Careers Connect Group, Workforce Singapore

Mr Gilbert Tan 
CEO, e2i Employment and Employability Institute

Dr R. Theyvendran 
Managing Director, Stamford Media International

Ms Wong Chien Chien 
Managing Director, COO, Asia Pacific Credit Suisse 

Ms Jean Yip 
Founder and CEO, Jean Yip Group



To make a gift online, please visit:
www.nccs.com.sg/Giving

For more information or to make your donation 
today, please contact:

Community Partnership
Division of Community Outreach and Philanthropy
National Cancer Centre Singapore
11 Hospital Drive, Singapore 169610

Tel: (65) 6236 9440
Email: donate@nccs.com.sg


