
A  regional  centre  of  excellence,  the  National Cancer Centre Singapore 
(NCCS)  is a one-stop centre offering a holistic range of clinical services 
to  patients.  Its  inspirational  concept of care is patient-focused, with 
multidisciplinary  teams  of  professionals working together to improve 
the quality  of  life  for  patients and their families . NCCS and its nexus of 
hospitals  treat  about  69%* of cancer patients in the public sector. NCCS 
also  conducts  clinical  and basic research, and develops public education 
programmes wholly directed at the prevention and treatment of cancer.

*MOH Annual Statistics Bulletin 2005
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M essage from the CEO

We have embraced changes over  the past  year  to  ra ise  the standards  of  hol ist ic  
care  at  NCCS.

Cancer  management  has  tak en on an excit ing dimension with a  suite  of  new 
treatment  protocols, screening technologies  and educat ional  programmes to  
detec t  cancer  ear l ier  and improve pat ients’ chances  of  t reatment  and cure. On 
the research f ront, we have advanced our  understanding of  batt l ing cancer  
with innovat ions  to  better  predic t  indiv idual  suscept ibi l i t y  to  disease, more 
precisely  diagnose cancer, and ta i lor-mak e treatment  based on detai led 
molecular  understanding. 

In  a  grat i fy ing af f i rmat ion of  our  exper t ise, one of  our  c l in ic ian sc ient ists  won 
the Mer i t  Award at  the meet ing of  the Amer ican Societ y  of  Cl in ical  Oncology 
2005. The centre’s  success  is  due in  no smal l  measure to  the qual i t y  of  our  staf f. 
Their  dedicat ion, dr ive  and ta lent  have helped lessen the burden of  cancer  
pat ients . 

We wi l l  cont inue to  strengthen our  c l in ical  and research col laborat ion with 
regional  cancer  centres, bui ld  our  research endowment and strengthen our  
profess ional  audit  to  provide measurably  better  care  to  our  pat ients .

Professor  Soo K hee Chee
Direc tor, NCCS

CLINICAL EXCELLENCE

Advanced Anti-Cancer  Treatments  

The Depar tment  of  Medical  Oncology cont inues  
to  introduce new drugs to  t reat  cancer. Drugs l ik e  
Hercept in , which improves  the chance of  sur vival  
for  many breast  cancer  pat ients, are  being of fered 
to  e l ig ible  pat ients . O verseas  pat ients  with  diseases  
that  had no ef fec t ive  t reatment  in  the past , such 
as  Gl ivec-res istant  gastrointest inal  st romal  tumour  
and renal  cel l  carc inoma, now seek t reatment  here. 
The number  of  new pat ients  has  increased by 15-
20% compared with that  in  the same per iod in  2004, 
consol idat ing NCCS’ status  as  a  regional  c l in ical  t r ia l  
centre. 

Tailored Comprehensive Screening Pro grammes

The Neoplasm Intercept ion Programme (NIP)  c l in ic  
opened this  year  to  provide cancer  screenings. NIP  
is  a  specia l ist  c l in ic  that  n ips  cancer  in  the bud 
through cancer  r isk  evaluat ion. The comprehensive 
screening programme is  ta i lored to  each indiv idual ’s  
r i sk  prof i le  in  the major  cancers .

Exp er tise  in  Per forming Complex Surgeries

The Depar tment  of  Surgical  Oncology is  per forming 
a  higher  number  of  complex procedures  in  var ious  
surgical  sub-specia l t ies, in  par t icular  head and neck, 
hepatobi l iar y, pancreas  and thoracic  surger ies . I t  
i s  rapidly  establ ishing i tse l f  as  a  regional  referra l  
unit  for  complex cancer  surger y. New procedures  
introduced include per i tonec tomy and intra-
per i toneal  chemotherapy for  the management  of  
advanced intra-per i toneal  d isease, sent inel  lymph 
node biopsy for  breast  cancer  surger y, and neo-
adjuvant  chemotherapy and surger y  for  in i t ia l ly  
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inoperable  metastat ic  colorec tal  cancer  to  the l iver. 
In  addit ion, the depar tment  cont inues  to  push the 
f ront iers  of  surger y  by of fer ing pal l iat ive  resec t ions  
for  better  pain  management . 

Cutting-edge Technolo gy 

The Depar tment  of  Oncologic  Imaging’s  acquis i t ion 
of  64-s l ice  Mult i -Detec tor  Computed Tomography 
(MDCT )  advances  the ear ly  detec t ion and treatment  
of  cancer. The 64-s l ice  MDCT a l lows for  technical ly  
advanced appl icat ions  in  the screening for  lung 
and colon cancers . These appl icat ions  include CT 
colonography and low-dose CT for  lung cancer  
screening. CT colonography is  non- invasive  and 
has  been shown in  studies  to  be as  ef f icacious  as  
convent ional  methods in  detec t ing cancer.  

Faster  imaging opens doors  to  new appl icat ions  l ik e  
per fus ion imaging and a lso suppor ts  c l in ical  t r ia ls . In  
one example, the ef fec t  of  ant i -angiogenesis  agents  
on tumour  can be obser ved through dynamic  contrast-
enhanced CT studies. High-qual i t y  imaging a l lows 
doc tors  to  mak e better  therapeut ic  decis ions  for  
their  pat ients, as  wel l  as  suppor ts  cancer-screening 
in i t iat ives  for  the above-average r isk  populat ion in  
S ingapore. 

The Depar tment  of  R adiat ion Oncology is  the f i rst  in  
South-east  As ia  to  acquire  a  computer  radiography 
(CR)  system. This  compac t  onl ine image review and 
management  system provides  pat ients  with fast , 
cost-ef fec t ive, and environmental ly  f r iendly  f i lm- less  
images. 

In  another  step for ward, Intensit y  Modulated 
R adiat ion Therapy ( IMRT )  has  been used to  t reat  
112 nasophar yngeal  cancer  (NPC)  pat ients . IMRT 

improves  the qual i t y  of  l i fe  of  pat ients  by  reducing 
the xerostomia (dr yness  of  the mouth)  rate. The use 
of  this  cutt ing-edge technology has  a lso  shown a  
local  control  and sur vival  advantage. 

Clinic al  Trials

The Cl in ical  Tr ia ls  O ff ice  of  the Div is ion of  Cl in ical  
Tr ia ls  &  Epidemiological  Sc iences  coordinated 
over  60 c l in ical  t r ia ls  in  2005. Many of  the t r ia ls  
conduc ted were ear ly-phase t r ia ls  that  gave NCCS the 
oppor tunit y  to  use ver y  new drugs. About  hal f  the 
number  of  t r ia ls  was  in i t iated by NCCS invest igators  
or  in  col laborat ion with internat ional  t r ia l  groups. 

Bes ides  providing stat ist ica l  and epidemiological  
suppor t  for  invest igators, the Biostat ist ics  and 
Epidemiology group a lso in i t iated and carr ied out  i ts  
own research projec ts . Among these were projec ts  
invest igat ing:

•  Bayesian stat ist ica l  des igns  for  c l in ical  t r ia ls ;

•  dormanc y of  breast  cancer  af ter  mastec tomy ;

•  epidemiology of  breast  cancer  in  S ingapore;

•  ora l  squamous cel l  carc inoma;

•  t reatment  of  medul loblastoma in  chi ldren.

Advances in  Research

In  FY2005, 97 of  NCCS’ publ icat ions  were 
internat ional ly  rank ed at  Journal  Impac t  Fac tor  ( J IF)  
greater  than or  equal  to  2 .0

The Depar tment  of  Surgical  Oncology is  per forming a  higher  number  
of  complex procedures  in  var ious  surgical  sub-specia l t ies, in  par t icular  
head and neck, hepatobi l iar y, pancreas  and thoracic  surger ies . I t  i s  
rapidly  establ ishing i tse l f  as  a  regional  referra l  unit  for  complex cancer  
surger y.



L i ve r  C a n ce r s  

Dr Carol ine Lee’s  work  with the hepat i t is  B  v i rus  (HBV )  
X  protein  has  provided evidence that  HBV-dependent  
hepatocel lu lar  carc inoma (HCC)  may be caused by an 
impaired cel lu lar  DNA repair  mechanism disrupted 
by the X protein . Her  laborator y  has  a lso  ident i f ied 
a  dysfunc t ional  gene in  HCC pat ients  which causes  
chromosomal  instabi l i t y. 

B ra i n  Tu m o u r s

Brain  tumour  research at  the Div is ion of  Medical  
Sc iences  has  ident i f ied a  novel  mechanism of  
Temozolomide ( TMZ)  gl ioma cel l  genotoxic i t y. TMZ is  
a  crucia l  chemotherapeut ic  agent  in  t reat ing pat ients  
with brain  tumours. NCCS is  focused on overcoming 
chemotherapy res istance in  gl ioma tumour  cel ls , so  
that  pat ients  can l ive  longer. The lab has  produced 
f indings  on how gl ioma cel ls  can undergo mass ive  
tumour  necrosis  by  the addit ion of  celecoxib to  
enhance radio sensit iv i t y  of  g l ioma cel ls . 
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B r e a s t  C a n ce r s

The Div is ion of  Medical  Sc iences  of fers  a  c l in ical  
research ser v ice  to  women at  h igh r isk  of  breast  
and/or  ovar ian cancers . This  comprises  genot yping, 
mutat ion and genomic  rearrangement  analys is  of  
breast  cancer  genes  (BRCA1 and BRCA2) . In  par t icular, 
genes  on chromosome 11 are  being analysed for  
the ident i f icat ion of  poss ible  cancer-re lated genes, 
which may be impor tant  in  the diagnosis, prognosis  
and treatment  of  cancer.

P h o t o d y n a m i c  D i a g n o s i s  a n d  Tr e a t m e n t  ( P D T )

Pioneered by the Div is ion of  Medical  Sc iences  at  
NCCS, th is  technique uses  f luorescence diagnosis  
for  auto-f luorescence ear ly  cancer  detec t ion and 
drug- induced l ight  therapy to  t reat  cancer. Findings  
have shown that  these diagnost ic  methods us ing 
laser  confocal  f luorescence endomicroscopy has  the 
potent ia l  to  fac i l i tate  the ear ly  detec t ion of  head and 
neck and bladder  cancers . 

NCCS is  focused on 
overcoming chemotherapy 
resistance in gl ioma tumour  
cel ls , so  that  pat ients  can 
l ive  longer. The lab has  
produced f indings  on how 
gl ioma cel ls  can undergo 
mass ive  tumour  necrosis  by  
the addit ion of  celecoxib to  
enhance radio sensit iv i t y  
of  g l ioma cel ls .
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•  Angiogenesis  imaging: Angiogenesis  can be  
 mathematical ly  model led by studying the k inet ics   
 of  gadol in ium as  i t  passes  through tumour. This   
 form of  imaging detec ts  the star t  of  cancer  by  
 detec t ing the formation of  b lood vessels  of  ear ly   
 tumours.

International  Par tnerships

Pa r t n e r s h i p s  i n  M e d i ca l  O n co l o g y

The Depar tment  of  Medical  Oncology col laborated 
with Indonesian oncologists  through the Homepedin 
organisat ion. Joint  research projec ts  were set  up with 
the Van Andel  Research Inst i tute  in  M ichigan, US.

C e l l u l a r  a n d  M o l e c u l a r  R e s e a r c h

The Divis ion of  Cel lu lar  and Molecular  Research’s  wide-
ranging research interests  inc lude basic  mechanist ic  
studies  in  molecular  b iology, b iochemistr y, genet ics, 
ce l l  b iology and immunology. The fol lowing 
internat ional  col laborat ions  were under tak en:

•  Dr  Paula  Lam col laborated with Univers i t y  of  Zur ich,  
 Switzer land, in  the charac ter isat ion of  pYEBac102  
 recombinants.

•  Prof  Malcolm Paterson work ed with K ing Faisa l   
 Specia l ist  Hospita l  &  Research Centre  in  R iyadh,  
 Saudi  Arabia , on “ In i t iat ion of  st rand incis ion at  a  G: 
 T  mismatch in  model  DNA by human cel ls”. NCCS  
 a lso  work ed with i ts  Saudi  counterpar t  on  
 t r igger ing the calc ium transient  by non- ionis ing  
 ( far  UV )  radiat ion. In  addit ion, col laborat ions   
 ex tended to  Univers i t y  of  Alber ta  Edmonton,  
 Canada, and the Oregon Health  & Sc ience  
 Univers i t y  in  Por t land, US. Research col laborat ion  
 with  the Univers i t y  of  Edinburgh, UK, was  in  the  
 f ie ld  of  radiobiological  accurac y and uncer ta int y. 

•  D r  H u n g  T h e  H u y n h  w o r k e d  w i t h  M c G i l l   
 U n i v e r s i t y, C a n a d a , o n  c h e m o t h e r a p y  p r e v e n t i o n   
 a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  a n t i - e s t r o g e n  t r e a t m e n t s  o f  b r e a s t   
 c a n c e r. H i s  l i v e r  c a n c e r  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e   
 u s e  o f  S a r C N U  i n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  h e p a t o c e l l u l a r   
 c a r c i n o m a .

•  Dr  Patr ick  Tan teamed up with both the Univers i t y   
 of  Hong Kong and the Univers i t y  of  Flor ida , US, to   
 s tudy the genomics  of  demethylat ion in  cancer.

•  Dr  K anaga Sabapathy embark ed on studies  re lated  
 to  p53/p73 with the Univers i t y  of  M i lan, I ta ly. He  
 a lso  col laborated with the Nat ional  Helenia   

COLLABORATION

Lo c al  Par tnerships

Wo r k i n g  w i t h  C o m m u n i t y  Ag e n c i e s

The Depar tment of Medical  Oncology worked closely 
with community agencies such as the Singapore Cancer 
Society to provide seamless care to patients and raise 
public awareness of cancer detection and treatment.  

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  C a n ce r  D a t a b a s e s

The Depar tment  of  Surgical  Oncology work ed with 
the S ingapore Cancer  Syndicate  and other  publ ic  
inst i tut ions  to  establ ish  a  comprehensive nat ional  
database on hepatocel lu lar  carc inoma. I t  a lso  helped 
bui ld  a  gastr ic  and lung cancer  database.

Aca d e m i c  Pa r t n e r s h i p s

The Depar tment  of  Oncologic  Imaging col laborated 
with local  univers i t ies  in  var ious  f ie lds. 

•  Automated tumour  volume measurements :  
 sof tware was  developed with unique image  
 process ing a lgor i thms to  provide objec t ive  and  
 reproducible  measurements  of  tumour  volume for   
 the assessment  of  response to  t reatment .

•  Prostate  spec troscopy : NCCS is  one of  the few  
 centres  in  As ia-Paci f ic  ( the others  in  Japan, China  
 and Austra l ia )  that  of fers  prostate  spec troscopy to   
 detec t  prostate  cancer  with higher  precis ion.
 

The Div is ion of  Cel lu lar  and 
Molecular  Research’s  wide-
ranging research interests  
inc lude basic  mechanist ic  
studies  in  molecular  b iology, 
b iochemistr y, genet ics, ce l l  
b iology and immunology.
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 Research Foundat ion in  Athens, Greece, to  study  
 the role  of  c-Jun/JNK. This  k ey protein  regulates   
 ce l l  death and sur vival  and is  h ighly  ac t ive  in   
 cancers, s t rok es  and Alzheimer ’s  d isease. 

•  Dr  G anesan Gopalan work ed with the Univers i t y  of   
 Cal i fornia  in  I r v ine, US, on the generat ion of   
 Aurora-A k nockout  mice. Aurora-A is  an oncogene  
 that  i s  over-expressed in  cancer  pat ients . Studies   
 hope to  explore  whether  mice without  this  gene  
 do wel l .

•  Prof  Soo K hee Chee and Dr  Ol ivo Mal in i   
 par tnered Munich sc ient ists  to  study biophotonics   
 instrumentat ion in  cancer  diagnosis .

C l i n i ca l  Tr i a l  C o l l a b o ra t i o n s

Projec ts  f rom the Div is ion of  Cl in ical  Tr ia ls  and 
Epidemiological  Sc ience over  the past  year  inc lude:
 
•  The development of software for the computation  
 of  sample sizes in early-phase cl inical  tr ials, in  
 collaboration with the United Kingdom Children’s  
 Cancer Study Group and University of Sheffield, UK.

•  A  study on “Ef f icac y, d isease progress ion and  
 mammographic  densit y ” as  a  fo l low-up to  the  
 S ingapore Breast  Screening Projec t  in  col laborat ion  
 with  the Nat ional  Univers i t y  of  S ingapore, Wolfson  
 Inst i tute  of  Prevent ive  Medic ine, UK, and the UK  
 Medical  Research Counci l .

•  Research into oral  l ichen planus and oral  squamous  
 ce l l  carc inoma, in  col laborat ion with Nat ional   
 Dental  Centre, S ingapore, Univers i t y  of  Leicester,  
 UK, and Univers i t y  of  G eorgia  US.

•  Invest igat ion of  oncologic  t reatment  of   
 medul loblastoma in  chi ldren, in  col laborat ion with  
 Univers i t y  of  Leicester, UK.

COMMITMENT

Patient  Supp or t  Pro grammes

C a n S u r V i ve  2 0 0 5

The Cancer  Educat ion and Information Ser vice  
depar tment  and Pat ient  Educat ion depar tment  
held the f i rst  outward-bound programme for  cancer  
sur vivors  in  S ingapore to  commemorate  Wor ld  
Cancer  Sur vivors’ Day on June 5 , 2005. CanSurV ive 
was  a  one-day programme for  sur vivors  aged 15 to  
55 years  o ld. This  exper ient ia l  programme aimed to  
restore  conf idence and hope in  sur vivors  through 
the complet ion of  chal lenging obstacles. Af ter  the 
games, the 70 par t ic ipants  inc luding pat ients, their  
fami l ies  and caregivers  cont inued to  work  with socia l  
work ers  and counsel lors  to  mak e the most  of  their  
new l i fe  af ter  cancer.

T h e  C a n c e r  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  
a n d  Pa t i e n t  E d u c a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  h e l d  t h e  f i r s t  o u t w a r d - b o u n d  
p r o g r a m m e  f o r  c a n c e r  s u r v i v o r s  i n  S i n g a p o r e  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  Wo r l d  
C a n c e r  S u r v i v o r s ’ D a y  o n  J u n e  5 , 2 0 0 5 . T h i s  e x p e r i e n t i a l  p r o g r a m m e  
a i m e d  t o  r e s t o r e  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  h o p e  i n  s u r v i v o r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  c h a l l e n g i n g  o b s t a c l e s .
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wel l  as  socia l  work ers  and counsel lors  f rom var ious  
hospices.  

NCCS hosts  the secretar iat  of  the Asia-Paci f ic  Hospice 
Pal l iat ive  Care  Network (APHN) , which expanded in  
2005 f rom 133 to  137 member  organisat ions, and 
f rom 691 to  727 indiv idual  members. In  2005, NCCS 
consultants  made 10 t r ips  to  suppor t  the development  
of  pal l iat ive  care  by conduc t ing tra ining of  member  
organisat ions  in  var ious  countr ies . 

The Depar tment  of  Surgical  Oncology a lso hosted 
several  overseas  fe l lows k een to  learn complex 
surgical  oncology procedures.

Volunteerism

Dr Cynthia  Goh and Dr  Grace Pang went  to  V ietnam’s  
Nat ional  Cancer  Inst i tute  in  Hanoi  to  t ra in  medical  
personnel  on pal l iat ive  care. Dr  Yong Wei  Sean 
per formed surger ies  in  tsunami-hit  Aceh.

E n r e a c h  i n  M a n d a r i n

Enreach, a  cr i t ica l ly-accla imed res ident ia l  outreach 
programme, was  held for  the f i rst  t ime in  Mandar in  
to  meet  the needs of  Mandar in-speak ing pat ients . 
The sess ion empowered and bonded pat ients  and 
their  fami l ies  by  providing oppor tunit ies  for  shar ing, 
d iscuss ion and learning. The programme was jo int ly  
organised by the S ingapore Cancer  Societ y.  

Breast  Cancer  Awareness  M onth

NCCS hosted the Nat ional  Breast  Cancer  Awareness  
Month in  Oc tober  2005. Dr  Ho G ay Hui  spearheaded 
the ef for t . Among the publ ic  outreach ac t iv i t ies  were 
“pink s i lhouette” walks, publ ic  forums, car  ra l l ies  as  
wel l  as  t reasure hunts  and ar t  exhibit ions  by cancer  
sur vivors . Also tak ing par t  were member  organisat ions  
including The Cancer  Inst i tute, Breast  Cancer  
Foundat ion and the S ingapore Cancer  Societ y.

Lung Cancer  Awareness  M onth

Dr Koong Heng Nung chaired the planning committee 
for  the Lung Cancer  Awareness  Month in  November  
2005. The committee, which included members  f rom 
the S ingapore Cancer  Societ y  and Health  Promotion 
Board, chose the theme “ Women and Smok ing” for  
that  year ’s  campaign. A  ser ies  of  ar t ic les  on the 
dangers  of  smok ing among women and of  second-
hand smok ing was publ ished in  local  newspapers. 
New advances  in  the t reatment  of  lung cancer  were 
a lso  highl ighted.

Public  Educ ation Pro grammes 

Through var ious  school  and communit y  outreach 
programmes, the Cancer  Educat ion and Information 
Ser vice  depar tment  conduc ted and organised cancer  
ta lks  that  were attended by more than 23,400 people. 
The Cancer  Helpl ine a lso  received more than 6 ,000 
cal lers .

Sharing Exp er tise

The Depar tment of  Psychosocial  Oncology contr ibuted 
to  the profess ional  growth in  the f ie ld  by of fer ing 
attachments  to  socia l  work  students  f rom Shanghai , 
under  the Univers i t y  of  Hong Kong Socia l  Work  
(Graduate)  Placement  Programme. The depar tment  
a lso  hosted undergraduates  f rom the Nat ional  
Univers i t y  of  S ingapore and Monash Univers i t y, as  



Ms Constance Saw was conferred the Best  Oral  Presentat ion for  
her  work  on “novel  3-D confocal  microscopy and real  t ime uptak e 
of  hyper in  v isual ized in  human bladder  carc inoma” dur ing 
the 2nd Asian Associat ion Schools  of  Pharmac y in  Bangkok, 
Thai land.

Mr Ren J ianwei  won the 1st  Pr ize  for  Best  Bas ic  Sc ient i f ic  Poster  in  
the 2005 Combined Scient i f ic  Meet ing. Mr  Ren’s  research, which 
focused on FAT10, a  protein  over-expressed in  numerous human 
cancers, has  shown that  the FAT10 inter feres  with the mitot ic  
check point , result ing in  increased chromosomal  instabi l i t y. 

The NMRC-  Hong Leong Foundat ion Medical  Research Scient ist  
award was  presented to  Dr  Paula  Lam for  her  work  on “Engineer ing 
a  repl icat ion competent  HSV-1 ampl icon v i ra l  vec tor ”. Her  work  
revolves  around ref in ing the v i ra l  vec tors  to  improve the ef f icac y  
of  del iver ing therapeut ic  genes  into s i te  of  d isease. 

Dur ing the Graduate seminar  2005 organised by Depar tment  
of  Pharmac y, NUS, Mr  Wi l l iam Chin was  awarded the Best  Oral  
Presentat ion for  h is  work  on the “ Therapeut ic  ef f icac y  of  Chor l in  
e6 conjugated with PVP as  a  novel  sensit izer  for  phototherapy ”. 

Dr  Yong Wei  Sean was awarded the S i r  James Fraser  Travel l ing 
Fel lowship 2005 by the Royal  Col lege of  Surgeons Edinburgh to  
enhance ins ights  on the t reatment  of  breast  cancer. 

Dr  I v y  Ho was presented with a  fe l lowship to  the EMBO Workshop 
Third IRCC Internat ional  Cancer  Conference in  Tor ino, I ta ly. 
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Work load p er  annum      
Day Surger ies    9 ,549  9 ,215 
Specialist Outpatient Clinic Attendances  117,696 114,021

Staff ing (as  at  end M arch)      
Total    420 389
    Doc tors    85  71    
    Nurses    68  64
    Health  Sc iences  Profess ionals    95  87
    O thers    173 168

   FY  05 FY 04

Awards

S er vice Excel lence

Dr Koo Wen Hsin  & Dr  Tay M iah Hiang were 2005 winners  of  the 
Healthcare  Humanit y  Awards  presented by Nat ional  Healthcare  
Group. The awards  recognise  inspirat ional  ro le  models  who 
exempl i fy  the values  of  courage, ex traordinar y  dedicat ion, 
se l f lessness, s teadfastness  in  ethics, compassion and humanit y.  

Four  NCCS staf f  received the Excel lence Ser vice  Award f rom 
SPRING Singapore for  their  outstanding ser v ice  –  Dr  Koong Heng 
Nung, Senior  Consultant , Depar tment  of  Surgical  Oncology ; 
Senior  Staf f  Nurse  Audrey Quek Ai  Huah; Senior  Staf f  Nurse  Tan 
Cheng K him; and Enrol led Nurse Sorada Sr isat i t .

Dr  Ho G ay Hui , Consultant , Depar tment  of  Surgical  Oncology, 
won the Ser vice  Qual i t y  Par tners  Award presented by S ingapore 
G eneral  Hospita l  in  2005. 

Senior  Nurse Manager  Flora  Yong & Senior  Staf f  Nurse  Al ice  Chua 
Foong Sin  received the S ingHealth-Lee Foundat ion Nurs ing 
Excel lence Award, the c luster ’s  h ighest  honour  for  outstanding 
nurses.

Senior  Staf f  Nurse  Al ice  Chua Foong Sin  a lso  won the M inistr y  O f  
Health  Nurses  Mer i t  Award, which recognises  nurses’ profess ional  
development  as  wel l  as  outstanding dedicat ion and commitment  
to  nurs ing.

Senior  Staf f  Nurse  Maitr i  Lau Choon Kuan and Senior  Nurse 
Lee K im Hua c l inched the NCC Care  Excel lence Award for  their  
excel lent  customer  ser v ice. The latter  was  a lso  awarded the 
S ingapore G eneral  Hospita l  pr ize  for  Outstanding Per formance 
in  the Advanced Diploma in  Oncology Nurs ing.

Research and Cl inic al  Excel lence

Dr Tan M in-Han received the prest ig ious  Mer i t  Award by the 
Amer ican Societ y  of  Cl in ical  Oncology (ASCO)  in  Flor ida , US, 
in  May 2005. The award recognises  his  research on the genet ic  
determinants  of  sur vival  in  k idney cancer. 

A/Prof  Mal in i  Ol ivo received the S ingHealth  Foundat ion 
Invest igator  Excel lence Award 2005 for  her  outstanding 
contr ibut ion to  advancing k nowledge in  the f ie ld  of  bio-photonics  
imaging for  the ear ly  detec t ion of  cancer  in  S ingapore.


